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It is true that doubt (or rather uncertainty) on
certain questions is a bar to spiritual progress, but
the antidote to that doubt is not blind faith (which
is itself considered as a fetter, as will presently be
seen), but the certainty of conviction founded on
individual experiment or mathematical reasoning.
While a child doubted the accuracy of the multi-
plication table he would hardly acquire proficiency
in the higher mathematics; but his doubts could be
satisfactorily cleared up only by his attaining a com-
prehension, founded on reasoning or experiment,
that the statements' contained in the table are true.
He believes that twice two <s four, not merely
because he has been told so, but because it has
become to him a self-evident fact. And this is
exactly the method, and the only method, of resolv-
ing doubt known to occultism-

Vichikichchha has been defined as doubt of the
doctrines of karma and reincarnation, and of the
efficacy of the method of attaing the highest good
by this Path of Holiness; and to be free from this
Samyojana is to arrive at absolute certainty, based
either upon personal first-hand knowledge or upon
reason, that the occult teaching upon these points
is true.

The third fetter to be cast away comprehends all
kinds .of unreasoning or mistaken belief, all depend-
ence on the efficacy of outward rites and ceremonies